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DOMINICAN   REPUBLIC. 


By  Vice  Coiisnl  Juan  M.  Herrero,  May  31. 

The  total  trade  of  the  Dominican  Republic  for  the  calendar  year 
1914  amounted  to  $17,317,794,  a  decrease  of  $2,424,431  as  compared 
with  1913.  There  was  a  decrease  of  $2,543,271  in  the  value  of  im- 
ports, while  exports  increased  by  $118,840.  Of  the  total  trade, 
$6,729,007  is  credited  to  imports  and  $10,588,787  to  exports,  showing 
a  balance  of  trade  in  favor  of  the  country  of  $3,859,780.  The  de- 
crease in  imports  was  due  in  part  to  the  European  war  as  well  as  to 
the  political  disturbances  that  prevailed  during  the  year.  Puerto 
Plata,  the  second  port  of  the  Republic,  was  in  a  state  of  blockade  from 
May  to  August. 

During  1914  the  United  States  continued  its  commercial  lead  with 
the  Dominican  Republic,  its  sales  and  purchases  aggregating  in  value 
$13,024,909,  an  amount  representing  over  75  per  cent  of  the  total,  and 
a  decided  increase  of  $1,655,080  over  1913. 

Trade  by  Countries. 

The  folloAving  table  shows  the  share  of  each  country  in  the  import 
and  export  trade  of  the  Republic  for  the  past  two  years : 


Countries. 


Imports  from. 


Exports  to. 


United  States 

United  Kingdom.. 

Germany 

France 

Spain 

Italy 

Cuba 

Porto  Rico 

All  other  countries 

Total 


^,769,061 

730, 191 

1,  G77, 833 

271,318 

210,781 

173.105 

7, 352 

62,900 

366, 737 


.452,347 

'567,037 

927, 842 

161,376 

97, 696 

185,013 

12,438 

134,487 

190,741 


S5, 600, 768 

241,810 

2,068,384 

887,907 


,572,562 
1S3,.593 
818,717 
288,210 


20, 430 

27,536 

28,994 

1,594,118 


23,405 

7,029 

91,190 

601,081 


9, 272, 278 


6, 729, 007 


10,469,947 


With  the  exception  of  the  annual  declared-export  returns  of  con- 
sular officers,  all  other  tables  in  this  report  were  obtained  from  the 
Receivership  of  Dominican  Customs. 

Principal  Imports  Into  the  Republic. 

The  chief  imports  into  this  country  were  cotton  and  its  manu- 
factures; iron  and  steel  and  manufactures;  rice;  provisions,  com- 
prising meat  and  dairy  products ;  and  wheat  and  flour,  these  five  im- 
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ports  alone  constituting  over  50  per  cent  of  the  total  value  of  imports 
for  the  year.  The  contribution  of  the  United  States  in  the  above- 
mentioned  articles  was  as  follows:  Cotton  and  manufactures, 
$671,'22G;  iron  and  steel  and  manufactures,  $601,204;  rice,  $70,405; 
provisions,  comprising  meat  and  dairy  products,  $271,726 ;  and  wheat 
and  flour,  $382,807. 

The  United  States  still  continues  to  practically  monopolize  the 
imports  of  kerosene,  gasoline,  flour,  electrical  supplies,  lumber,  re- 
flned  sugar,  and  gums  and  resins.  In  1914  it  furnished  89  per  cent 
of  the  furniture ;  over  89  per  cent  of  the  coal ;  82  per  cent  of  rubber 
and  its  manufactures;  over  96  per  cent  of  the  soap;  90  per  cent  of 
the  leather  and  its  manufactures;  89  per  cent  of  the  vehicles  and 
boats;  39  per  cent  of  the  agricultural  implements;  64  per  cent  of 
chemicals,  drugs,  and  d^^es;  over  54  per  cent  of  cotton  and  manu- 
factures; 53  per  cent  of  glass  and  glassware;  over  64  per  cent  of 
provisions,  comprising  meat  and  daily  products;  nearly  (7  per  cent 
of  paints,  pigments,  and  colors;  over  78  per  cent  of  iron  and  steel; 
and  over  85  per  cent  of  metals  and  their  manufactures. 

Italy  still  leads  in  furnishing  hats  and  caps  and  umbrellas  and 
canes.  Germany  led  in  the  importation  of  earthen,  stone,  and 
china  ware;  also  in  the  importation  of  malt  liquors  (beer  in  bottles). 
Due  to  the  European  war  there  was  a  considerable  decrease  in  the 
importation  of  rice  from  Germany,  while  that  from  the  United 
States  increased.  France  occupies  first  place  in  the  importation  of 
perfumery  and  cosmetics. 

Imports  aiLd'  Countries  of  Origin. 

The  folloAving  table  shows  the  total  value  of  the  imports  into  the 
Republic  during  1914  and  the  amounts  from  the  principal  countries 
supplying  the  trade : 


Articles. 


Total. 

United 
States. 

United 
King- 
dom. 

Germany. 

France. 

Spain. 

§100,229 

$40,011 

3,493 

12,040 

$33, 694 

824,310 

SI,  936 

21,553 

20, 767 

448 

3,524 

2,221 

SI,  54S 

3S6, 565 

3S2, S07 
59, 703 

824 

76,305 

933 

2,  f.66 

420 

177,920 

112,784 

1,567 

9,457 

25, 483 

772 

113,199 

100, 8S5 
671,226 

6,382 
316,221 

2,440 
134, 822 

1,232,725 

18, 199 

i7,663 

27,098 

4,053 

2,526 

19,079 

200 

11 

228, 716 

129,066 

34, 4.57 

48, 947 

7,959 

3,417 

20'",  287 

192, 928 

1,016 

3,475 

1,319 

2,680 

26,  350 

17,457 

97 

1,691 

1, 1S6 

5,266 

37, 64S 

20,005 

1,686 

11,872 

1,468 

30 

72, 207 

65, 042 
5,332 
10, 091 

342 

1 

167 

120 

168 
1,867 

6 

5,501 

72,934 

2,678 

646 

839, 325 

661, 204 

113,019 

44,320 

4, 516 

3,949 

33,537 

16,516 

279 

4,212 

4, 1S9 

24 

264,770 

239, 188 

6,977 

11,113 

1,171 

3,038 

105,079 

35,704 

1,723 

62, 440 

15 

120 

100, 748 

85, 860 

3,281 

8, 421 

1,237 

266 

333,700 

312,957 

3,484 

1,550 

1,561 

9,334 

36,037 

27,540 

4,276 

3, 884 

.56 

23 

90, 725 

53, 2.50 

743 

25, 504 

1,464 

5,137 

27, 165 

5,707 

438 

2,296 

14,338 

608 

424,455 

271,726 

638 

41,084 

2,131 

683 

485, 776 

70,405 

5,237 

307,913 

1,4.39 

20 

27,091 

22,441 

399 

8S3 

1,179 

16 

4S,  0S2 

14,414 

1,664 

16,644 

7,814 

1,058 

109,081 

105, 329 

42 

510 

2,021 

13 

114,279 

93, 284 

9,355 

2,230 

2,101 

3,185 

Agricultural  implements 

Animals 

Books,  maps,  and  other  printed  matter 

BreadstuGs  (wheat  flour) 

other  breadstuffs 

Chemicals,  drugs,  and  d3-es 

Coal 

Cotton,  manufactures  of 

Earthen,  stone,  and  china  ware 

Fibers,  vegetable ,  manufacturesof 

Fish,  preserved,  and  lish  products 

Fruits  and  nuts 

Glass  and  glassware 

Grease,  resins,  and  caustic  soda  for 

manufocturc  of  soap 

Gums  and  resins 

Hats  and  caps 

Iron  and  steel 

Jewelry,  including  watches  and  clocks . 

Leather,  manufactures  of 

Malt  liquors  (beer  in  bottles) 

Metals,  manufactures  of 

Oils 

Paints,  pigments,  and  colors 

Paper,  and  manufactures  of 

Perfumery  and  cosmetics 

Provisions,  comprising  meatand  dairy 

products 

Rice 

Rubber,  manufactures  of 

Silk,  manufactures  of 

Soap 

Sugar  and  confectionery 
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Articles. 

Total. 

United 
States. 

United 
King- 
dom. 

Germany. 

France. 

Spain. 

Umbrellas  and  canes 

$19,224 
60, 622 
97,847 
71,737 

•27f!,  134 
50,069 

307, 520 

$1,202 

36, 219 

87,879 

1,168 

248, 284 
13,916 

221,219 

$2, 594 
880 
321 
50S 
232 
7,407 
3, 103 

SI,  239 
680 
1,228 
14,758 
13,494 
12,222 
28,614 

S220 

973 

52 

IS, 235 

2,386 

3,329 

25,694 

S983 

7,607 
1 

AVines,  liquors,  and  distilled  spirits 

21,154 
1  470 

Wool,  and  manufactures  of 

104 

6,447 

Total 

0,729,007 

4,452,347 

567, 037 

927,842 

161,376 

97,696 

Comparative  Figures  of  Imports  from  United  States. 

As  1914  was  an  abnormal  trade  year  the  statistics  in  the  foregoing 
table  do  not  give  a  fair  idea  of  the  import  trade  from  the  United 
States.  The  following  table,  therefore,  covers  two  years  and  shows 
the  total  import  trade  and  the  amounts  from  the  United  States : 


Articles. 


Agricultural  implements 

Animals 

Books,  maps,  and  other  printed  matter 

BreadstufTs  (wheat  flour) 

All  other  breadstuffs 

Chemicals,  drugs,  and  dyes 

Coal 

Cotton,  manufactures  of 

Earthen,  stone,  and  china  ware 

Fibers,  vegetable,  manufactures  of 

Fish,  preserved,  and  fish  products 

Fruits  and  nuts 

Glass  and  glassware 

Grease,  resins,  and  caustic  soda  for  manufacture  of  soap. 

Gums  and  resins 

Hats  and  caps 

Iron  and  steel 

Jewelry,  including  watches  and  clocks 

Leather, and  manufacturesof 

Malt  liquors  (beer  in  bottles) 

Metals,  and  manufactures  of 

Oils 

Paints,  pigments,  and  colors 

Paper,  and  manufactures  of 

Perfumery  and  cosmetics 

Provisions,  comprismg  meat  and  dairy  products 

Rice 

Rubber,  manufactures  of 

Silk,  manufactures  of 

Soap '. 

Sugar  and  confectionery 

Umbrellas  and  canes 

Vejetables 

Vehicles  and  boats 

Wines,  liquors,  and  distilled  spirits 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of 

Wool ,  and  manufactures  of 

All  other  articles 

Total 


Total  i 

nports. 

From  United  States. 

1913 

1914 

1913 

1914 

$143,413 

$100, 229 

S105, 147 

$40,011 

13, 074 

21,. 553 

6,884 

3, 493 

26,421 

20, 767 

10,361 

12,040 

443, 421 

386, 565 

440,961 

382,  S07 

91,528 

76,305 

76, 715 

59,  703 

212, 834 

177,920 

140,.097 

112, 784 

95,  771 

113, 199 

82, 186  ' 

100,885 

1,880,211. 

1,232,725 

1,040,988 

671,226 

45, 49S 

27, 098 

4,992 

4, 053 

281,066 

228, 716 

128, 923 

129,066 

237, 695 

206, 287 

219,687 

192, 92S 

37;  510 

26, 350 

21, 148 

17,457 

55,330 

37, 043 

29, 144 

20,005 

103, 989 

72, 207 

79, 370 

65, 042 

3,371 

5,501 

3,270 

5,3.32 

89, 253 

72,934 

11, 165 

10, 091 

1,345,893 

839, 325 

1,028,079 

661,204 

56, 927 

33, 537 

27, 475 

16,516 

275, 530 

264, 770 

242,509 

239, 188 

147, 182 

105, 079 

27, 042 

35, 704 

69,032 

100,748 

52,831 

85,808 

448, 384 

333, 700 

384, 082 

312, 957 

56, 073 

36, 037 

41,415 

27,549 

125,683 

90, 725 

54, 764 

53,250 

43, 770 

27, 105 

6,827 

5, 707 

606, 790 

424, 455 

356,378 

271,726 

733, 751 

485, 776 

7, 465 

70, 405 

31,032 

27,091 

27,309 

22,441 

78, 000 

43, 082 

22,628 

14,414 

86,884 

109,081 

82,58.3 

105, 329 

163,377 

114,279 

141,331 

93,284 

21,233 

19, 224 

753 

1,202 

84,561 

60,622 

46,392 

36, 219 

183,244 

97, 847 

159, 161 

87,879 

89, 6SS 

71,737 

1,376 

1,168 

392,398 

276, 134 

349, 973 

248, 284 

77,920 

50.069 

27,401 

13,916 

390,324 

307,520 

274, 249 

221,219 

9,272,278 

6,  729, 007 

5, 709, 061 

4, 452, 347 

The  Export  Trade. 

Of  the  country's  four  leading  products — sugar,  coffee,  cacao,  and 
tobacco — the  first  two  were  exported  in  larger  quantities  in  1914 
than  during  the  preceding  year,  a  decrease  being  noted  in  cacao  and 
tobacco.  Of  the  total  value  of  exports  ($10,588,787)  the  United 
States  took  $8,572,502  of  the  whole,  Germany  taking  second  place  and 
France  third. 
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Although  the  increase  in  the  exports  of  sugar  over  1913  (22,578 
metric  tons)  was  seven  times  greater  than  the  increase  of  1912  over 
1911  (3,089  tons) ,  still  the  increase  in  value  did  not  bear  the  same  pro- 
portion, due  to  the  fact  that  the  prices  realized  in  1912  were  better,  the 
price  of  sugar  last  year  being  so  low  that  it  was  hardly  a  profitable 
industr3^  The  greater  part  of  the  Dominican  sugar  is  shipped  to  the 
United  States  for  order,  and  is  eventually  sold  in  Canada  and  England. 

The  United  States  took  cacao  valued  at  $3,515,026,  an  increase 
of  $740,356  over  the  preceding  year.  The  value  of  the  exportation 
to  Germany  is  placed  at  $224,339,  or  one-third  the  exports  in  1913. 
The  shipments  to  France  were  A^alued  at  $146,852  as  compared  with 
$660,948  in  1913. 

No  article  of  export  from  the  Dominican  Republic  has  felt  the 
effects  of  the  European  war  so  much  as  tobacco,  as  Germany  has 
been  i^ractically  the  exclusive  buyer  of  this  Dominican  staple.  At 
the  present  writing  Dominican  tobacco  has  not  found  a  market  as 
yet,  although  some  quantities  have  been  shipped  to  the  Netherlands, 
and  it  is  possible  that  Spain  will  take  some. 

The  exports  of  coffee  in  1914  amounted  to  $345,579,  as  compared 
with  $257,070  in  1913.  Y\'ith  the  exception  of  1910,  the  1914  crop 
surpassed  all  previous  3'ears. 

During  1914  the  exports  of  bananas  were  valued  at  $57,044,  a  de- 
crease of  $239,342  compared  with  1913.  This  falling  off  was  due 
to  a  hurricane  which  practically  destroyed  the  crop.  The  United 
States  took^  the  entire  crop  for  the  year. 

Quantity  and  Value  of  Exports  for  Two  Years. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  principal 
exports  from  the  Dominican  Republic  during  the  past  two  years: 


Articles. 


Quantity. 


Value. 


Quantity. 


Value. 


Animals,  live 

Bcmanas bunches . 

Cacao kilos. 

Chemicals  drugs,  and  dyes,  raw  materials  for 

Coconuts kilos. 

CoITee do. . . 

Copra do... 

Gums  and  resins do... 

Hides  and  skins  (goatskins) do... 

Hides  of  cattle do... 

Honey do . . . 

Molasses  (of  sugar) do . . . 

Sugar  (raw) do... 

Sugar  cane tons. 

Tobacco  leaf kilos. 

Cigars  and  cigarettes 

Vegetable  fibers  (cotton ) kilos . 

Other  vegetable  fibers 

Wax kilos. 

Wood  (mahogany) tons. 

Lignum-vitre do. . . 

All  other  woods 

A 11  other  articles 


592,804 
19,470,827 


958,093 

1,048,922 

6.5,510 

26, 775 

114,308 

426, 640 

1, 14S,  405 

12,064,038 

78,849,465 


9,790,398 
"'242,'22i' 


212, 572 
3,218 
2,217 


$97, 695 

296, 386 

4,119,955 

22, 204 

22,023 

257,076 

5, 629 

9,761 

88, 576 

152, 4P6 

88, 576 

60. 737 

3, 650, 550 


1,121,775 
15, 16S 
85, 398 
17, 102 
118,038 
60,913 
37, 877 
OS,  247 
73, 759 


Total . 


10,409,947 


114,142 
20,744,517 


992, 023 

1,831,938 

44,140 

12, 093 

129,851 

455, 191 

1,057,670 

17, 962, 441 

101,420,847 

28,317 

3, 705, 549 


167, 123 


227, 900 

857 
1,748 


$21,059 

57, 044 

3,896,489 

52, 870 

22,691 

345,579 

4,269 

3,316 

89, 76S 

164,064 

77,000 

93, 787 

4,943,452 

62, 585 

394,224 

7,693 

67,830 

5,855 

130, 290 

14,249 

16,910 

35,  .305 

82, 428 


10,588,787 


The  kilo  is  equivslent  to  2.2  pounds. 
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Destination  of  Exports. 

The  .value  of  the  exports  to  the  United  States,  United  Kingdom, 
GermanVj  and  France  for  IDli  is  given  in  the  following  table : 


Articles. 

Total. 

United 
States. 

United 
Kingdom. 

Germany. 

France. 

821, 059 

57,044 
3,896,489 

52,870 

22,691 

345, 579 

4,269 

3,346 

89, 768 

164,064 

77, 000 

93, 787 

4,943,452 

62,. 5-8-5 

394, 224 

7,693 

67,  ,830 

5, 855 

130,290 

14, 249 

16,910 

35,305 

82, 428 

557, 000 
3,515,026 

26, 479 
21,063 
159, 118 

3,778 
2,660 
.87,093 
105, 227 
23,029 
44,276 
4,348,346 

S5, 712 

S224, 339 

26,-391 

1,331 

52, 756 

491 

$146,852 

Chemicals,  drugs,  and  dyes,  raw  material 
for                        

30 

Cofiee 

1,113 

105, 905 

686 

1,730 

51,676 
47,  712 

69 

1,881 

41,493 

85, 050 

6, 273 

3,686 

8,904 

358, sno 

20 

4,113 

35,947 
9 

83,190 
9,604 
4,936 
7;317 

29, 560 

19, 816 

12, 067 

Wax * 

257 
946 

9,494 
12.  .582 

7,494 

41,833 

630 

600 

3, 636 

6,772 

3,120 

1,262 

3,987 
915 

Total                         

10,588,787 

8, 572, 562 

186,  £93 

818,717 

2S8, 210 

Declared  Exports  to  United  States. 

The  exports  to  the  United  States  during  1914,  according  to  in- 
voices certified  by  American  consular  ofncers  throughout  the  Re- 
public, were  valued  at  $8,844,165,  compared  with  $5,959,170  for  1913. 
Those  to  Porto  Eico  were  valued  at  $109,855,  compared  with  $34',024. 
The  foiiowino;  were  the  articles  and  their  value : 


Articles. 


TO  UNITED  STATES. 


Bananas 

Cacao 

Coconuts 

Cotl'ee 

Copper  (old) 

Copra 

Cotton , 

Cotton  seed 

Featliers 

Goatskins , 

Gold  dust , 

Hides , 

Honey 

Koms , 

Molasses 

Eesin , 

Sheepskins , 

Spices , 

Sugar 

Tobacco 

Tortoise  shell 

Wax 

Wood: 

Cedar 

Fustic 

Lignum-vits3 

Logwood 

Mahogany... 

Satinwood 

other  wood.. 
All  other  articles. 


S2S5, 

3,505, 

2-!, 

118, 

3, 

2, 


•i51 

■,  770 

2s? 


1. 

30, 

1,611, 

3! 

46, 

2, 

5, 
31, 
16, 
40, 
14, 


Total 5,959,170     8,844,105 


$65,000 

4,457,012 

22,72? 

272, 166 

2,984 


45,35,S 

3,0.55 

115 

95, 257 


1.57,  .S2a 
39, X92 


50,071 

2, 9.S9 

2,142 

60,899 

3,367,470 


2,363 
100,  ■3-18 

.  200 

915 

13,215 

23,032 

9, 102 
12,533 


37,49; 


Articles. 


TO  PORTO  RICO. 


Animals,  live 

Beans 

Charcoal 

Chocolate 

Coconuts 

Coffee 

Corn 

Goatskins 

Household  goods 

Leather t 

I-u.mber •: 

Maho;rany 

Motion-picture  films. 

Palm  bark 

Posts 

Railroad  ties 

Straw  for  hats 

Sugar  carte 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


S10,,815 
402 
,S49 


639 
1,440 


3,714 
558 
144 


21 
6,239 
5, 975 


1,381 

l,St7 


■$5,845 

364 

348 

1,703 

123 

2,299 

3,677 


419 

11 

1S8 

471 

2 

197 

2,519 

6, 145 

629 

71,641 

82 


34,024 


109, 855 
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Vessels  Engaged  in  Foreign  Trade. 

The  number  of  steam  vessels  with  cargo  engaged  in  foreign  trade 
entering  the  ports  of  the  Republic  during  1914  was  250  of  361,867 
registered  tonnage;  vessels  entering  in  ballast  numbered  212  of 
182,981  tons.  There  were  also  95  sailing  vessels  with  cargo  and  129 
in  ballast  that  entered.  The  following  table  shows  the  number  and 
tonnage  of  vessels  engaged  in  foreign  trade  entering  the  ports  of 
the  Republic  during  1914: 


Steamships. 

Sailing  vessels. 

Ports. 

With  cargo. 

In  ballast. 

Wi 

th  cargo. 

In  ballast. 

No. 

TCegistered 
tonnago. 

No. 

Registered 
tonnago. 

No. 

Registered 
tonnage. 

No. 

Registered 
tonnage. 

12 

10,353 

1 

90 

7 
6 
6 
47 
35 
9 

852 

Barahona 

2 
27 
29 
32 
42 

3 

14 

101 

2,164 
23,S64 
24,944 
67.951 
11, 260 

5,811 
38, 225 
121,648 

491 

71 
26 
17 
22 
1 
10 
53 

39, 335 
22, 833 
18,504 
35,068 
75 
20,930 
35, 883 

11 

20 
1 

13 
1 
9 

39 

1,303 
4,403 

75 
1,113 

14 
1,116 
3,783 

119 

3,123 

Monte  Christi    . 

2,029 

Puerto  Plata 

249 

Samana 

Santo  Domingo 

19 

1,454 

Total 

2.30 

361,867 

212 

182,981 

95 

11,897 

129 

8,317 

Manufacturing  Industries  Limited — Public  Works. 

Almost  aill  the  industries  of  the  Dominican  Republic  are  operated 
on  a  small  scale  and  the  products  are  not  sufficient  to  supply  the  local 
demand.  Perhaps  the  only  industry  that  is  operated  on  a  rather 
large  scale  is  that  of  cigars  and  cigarettes,  which,  of  late,  has  been 
largely  extended.  About  a  year  ago  two  of  the  largest  cigar  and 
cigarette  factories  were  consolidated  into  one  corporation  with  a 
capital  of  $375,000.  Other  manufactures  in  the  Dominican  Republic, 
the  products  of  which  are  consumed  locally,  are  matches,  leather, 
chocolate,  boots  and  shoes,,  soap,  rum,  and  hats. 

During  1914  the  sum  of  $406,000  was  spent  by  the  Department  of 
Public  Works  for  various  works  throughout  the  island.  The  year 
saw  the  completion  of  the  boulevard  from  Santo  Domingo  city  to 
San  Cristobal.  This  is  a  macadam  road  and  is  about  30  kilometers 
(18  miles)  long.  About  3  kilometers  of  macadam  road  was  con- 
structed on  the  road  from  La  Yega  to  Moca.  Several  small  rein- 
forced concrete  bridges  were  installed  and  considerable  grading  was 
done. 

There  are  24  kilometers  (15  miles)  of  the  road  from  Santiago 
toward  Monte  Christi  opened  for  traffic  and  about  2  kilometers  of  the 
road  is  macadamized.  From  Monte  Christi  toward  Santiago,  about 
45  kilometers  (28  miles)  of  the  road  has  been  finished  with  bridges 
and  culverts. 

A  contract  was  signed  during  the  latter  part  of  December  for 
the  construction  of  the  first  15  kilometers  of  the  Duarte  road,  from 
Santo  Domingo  to  La  Vega.  The  first  15  gilometers  of  this  road, 
from  Santo  Domingo  to  Los  Alcarrizos,  will  be  macadamized.  This 
will  be  part  of  the  through  road  from  Santo  Domingo  to  Monte 
Christi. 
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Bridge  Over  Ozama  River — Lighthouses. 

The  contract  for  the  construction  of  a  bridge  over  the  Ozama 
River  at  Santo  Domingo  was  signed  in  December.  This  bridge  will 
be  of  the  deck  girder  type  with  a  bascule  span  to  give  a  75-foot 
opening  for  the  passage  of  vessels.  The  floor  of  the  bridge  will  be 
40  feet  above  the  water  level,  so  that  it  will  only  be  necessary  to 
open  the  span  for  the  larger  vessels.  [See  report  published  in  Daily 
Consular  and  Trade  Reports  for  Aug.  10,  1914.] 

A  new  flashlight-type  lighthouse  was  installed  at  Santo  Domingo, 
and  can  be  seen  at  a  distance  of  15  miles.  A  similar  lighthouse  was 
installed  at  La  Romana,  which  can  be  seen  at  a  distance  of  10  miles. 

Final  studies  and  surveys  were  made  for  10  new  lighthouses  of 
different  classes.  Post  lantern  lights  are  to  be  located  at  Monte 
Christi,  Macoris,  Belandra  Head,  and  Azua.  These  lights  will  have 
a  visibility  of  5  miles  and  are  intended  to  assist  vessels  entering 
these  harbors. 

At  Cabo  Frances  Viejo,  Cabo  Samana,  Saona  Island,  Point  Sali- 
nas, and  Alta  Vela  it  is  intended  to  establish  lights  having  a  visi- 
bility of  20  miles.  [See  report  published  in  Daily  Consular  and 
Trade  Reports  for  Aug.  10,  1014.] 

Projects  for  This  Year — Market  for  Vehicles. 

During  the  year  1015,  besides  carrying  on  the  road  works  now 
under  construction  and  completing  the  lighthouses  and  the  Ozama 
River  bridge,  the  Department  of  Public  Works  expects  to  make  sur- 
veys of  road  between  San  Pedro  de  Macoris,  Hat.o  Mnyoi',,And  El 
Soybo,  and  also  make  necessar^^  surveys  and  plans  for  improvements 
to  the  Puerto  Plata  Harbor,  including  the  neY\'  dock  and  new  ,{^\istom- 
house.  The  construction  of  a  new  dock  at  the  city  of  Azua  is  in  con- 
templation, and  additional  wireless-telegraph  stations  will  be  prob- 
ably installed  during  this  year. 

it  will  be  a  question  of  a  few  years,  provided  the  country  can 
enjoy  peace,  when  almost  all  the  roads  in  the  course  of  construction 
will  approach  completion.  There  will  be  then  a  good  market  in  this 
country  for  all  kinds  of  vehicles,  as  the  absence  of  road  facilities 
o-reatly  limits  the  market  for  the  same. 

New  Laws  and  Decrees. 

On  August  22,  1014,  ex-President  Bordas  issued  a  decroa  hy  which 
the  coastv/ise-traffic  service  was  to  be  rendered  exclusively  bj^  national 
ships  between  the  ports  of  Santo  Domingo,  Macoris,  La  Romana, 
Samana,  Sanchez,  Azua,  and  Barahona,  thereby  excluding  foreign 
ships  from  entering  into  the  coasting  trade.  The  decree  expressly 
revoked  the  authorization  which  at  different  times  had  been  granted 
by  the  Executive  power  to  foreign  vessels  to  ply  between  the  ports 
of  the  Republic,  and  took  effect  on  October  1,  1014. 

By  decree  of  Provisional  President  Baez,  dated  October  31,  1014, 
the  Bordas  decree  was  upheld  and  made  it  extensive  to  the  ports  of 
Monte  Christi  and  Puerto  Plata,  to  the  euvd  that  the  exclusive  right 
which  had  been  granted  to  the  national  vessels  could  be  exercised 
between  all  ports  of  the  Republic.  The  Baez  decree  allows  foreign 
ships  to  render  coastwise  service  only  in  cases  when  it  is  impossible 
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for  the  national  ships  to  transport  articles  that  on  account  of  their 
■sveight  or  volume  can  not  be  conveyed  by  said  ships,  and  also  when 
valuables  or  metallic  money  are  to  be  transported. 

Copyrights — Changes  in  Patent  and  Trade-Mark  laws. 

A  law  was  promulgated  on  November  24,  1914,  by  which  the  ex- 
clusive right  to  their  writings  is  secured  to  authors  for  lifetime  and 
30  years  after  death. 

By  decree  of  November  14,  1914,  article  4  of  the  patent  laws  of 
April  26,  1911,  was  modified  in  regard  to  the  duration  of  the  patents, 
which  has  been  fixed  by  the  decree  at  5,  10,  and  15  j^ears,  a  fee  of 
$15,  $25,  and  $40  to  be  collected,  respectively. 

A  decree  of  the  same  date  modified  the  trade-mark  law  of  July 
18,  1912,  to  the  effect  that  a  trade-mark  Avill  be  valid  for  10,  15,  or 
20  years  which  will  pay  a  fee  of  $5,  $10,  and  $15,  respectively. 
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